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it were a polnte of greate unkindnes In them to have utterly cast
a wave the desire of visitinge and seing their frendes, to whome they
were in their life time joyned by mutuall love and amitie. Whiche
in good men after their deathe they counte to be rather increased
then diminished.
They beleve therefore that the deade be presentlye conversaunt
amonge the quicke, as beholders and witnesses of all their wordes and
dedes. Therfore they go more corragiously to their busines as hav-
ing a trust and afnaunce in such overseers. And this same belefe of
the present conversation of their forefathers and auncetours among
them feareth them from all secrete dishonestie. They utterly despise
and mocke soth-sayinges and divinations of thinges to come by the
flighte or voices of birdes, and all other divinations of vaine super-
stition, whiche in other countreis be in greate observation. But
they highly esteme and worshyppe miracles that come by no healpe
of nature, as woorkes and witnesses of the presente power of God.
And suche they saye do chaunce there verye often. And sometimes
in great and doubtefull matters, by commen intercession and prayers,
they procure and obteine them with a sure hope and confidence, and
a stedfast belefe.
They thinke that the contemplation of nature and the prayse
therof coraminge, is to God a very acceptable honoure. Yet there
be many so earnestlye bent and affectioned to religion, that they passe
no thing for lerning, nor geve their mindes to any knowledge of
thinges. But ydelnes they utterly forsake and eschue, thinking"
felicitie after this life to be gotten and obteined by busi-e labore and
good exercises. Some therfore of them attende upon the sicke, some
amende high waies, dense ditches, repaire, bridges, digge turfes,
gravell, and stones, fel and cleave wood, bring wood, corne and other
thinges into the cities in cartes, and serve not onelye in coalmen
woorkes, but also in private laboures as servauntes, yea, more then
bondmen.
For what so ever unpleasaunt, harde, and vile worke is anye where,
from the whiche labour, lothsomnes, and desperation doth fray other,
al that they take upon them willingly and gladly, procuring quiete and
rest to other, remaininge in continual woorke, and labour themselves,
not embraidinge others therewith. They neither reprove other mens
lives, nor glorie in theire owne. These men the more serviceable they
behave themselves, the more they be honoured of all men. Yet they
be divided into two sectes. The one is of them that live single and
chast, abstaining not onely from the companie of women, but also
from eating of fleshe, and' some of them from all maner of beastes.
Whiche utterly rejecting the pleasures of this present life as hurt-
ful, be all wholye set upon the desier of the lyfe to come by watch^